Published: 23 August 2022

Accepted: 20 July 2022

Revised: 16 June 2022

Received: 10 April 202

DOI: 10.22067/1ts.2022.76160.1126

Expanding Gerald Prince’s Theory about Audience’s Narrative
Understanding of Narratives

Fazlollah Khodadadi *

Imam Khomeini International University, Iran

Abstract The level of understanding of the internal audience (internal listeners)
and external (external readers) of the narrative is always a complex and relative
issue, and it is absolutely impossible to make a judgment about the level of
understanding of the two categories of the audience of the narrative. This case
1s one of the oldest issues of human narration; thus, the narrator’s sensitivities
to the subtleties of the narration, regardless of expressing some content and not
finding a pleasant audience, indicate the classification of the audience base and
the relative nature of their relationship with the narration. Also, such topics as
the insignificance of “structure” compared to “expectation” and the answer to
the question “what will happen next?”” that Edward Morgan Forster proposed
are indicative of different classes of audiences and their relative understanding
of the narrative. This issue was first raised by Gerald Prince concerning the
position of narratees. Given that the textual examples of the theory were chosen
from Western texts, it is almost difficult for the Persian audience to understand
them. Therefore, the present study is an attempt to examine and expand this
theory using perfect examples from Persian fictional texts.

Keywords: Narrative; Dual Audiences; Narrative Understanding; Relativism,
Gerald Prince

1. Introduction

Contemplating the process of formation of texts in the field of literary
A history shows the relative nature of the external and internal readers’
understanding of texts. The topics raised in the texts of any kind of
literature, including foundational language, drama, etc., due to being contemporary
and simultaneous, are always judged and understood by any audience, and the
audience puts themselves in the place of the characters of the story or the internal or
external audience. The text deals with the judgment about the message of the text,
and the degree of influence he gets from the message of the text, in a way, indicates
his understanding of the narrative and his relationship with the text.
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In every narrative, whether in the language of the foundation, including stories
and novels, or illustrations and plays, including films, theater, stories inside the
frame, and the number of strips, we see two types of audience (narrative listeners):
internal and external. Internal auditory narration exists inside the story and in the
world of the literary work, and the audience is the narrator created by the author. The
narratee’s (internal audience) understanding and receiving of the concepts and
meanings of the text is drawn by the author. In other words, it is the author who
creates a text for the listener (internal audience) depending on the understanding and
reception of the narrative. Gerald Prince believes that “narratives create their own
readers and listeners” (Selden & Widdowson, 2005, p. 72). Pour Namdarian (2008)
believes that “The poet’s and writer’s conversation with the hypothetical audience
through the text of the poem is based on the information he assumes, the hypothetical
audience knows and the information they do not know. The poet, as a theologian,
presents information that he assumes his audience does not know by using the
information he assumes his hypothetical audience knows” (p. 10). Relying on the
author’s awareness of the relativity of the audience’s understanding of the text, one
should ask what textual and metatextual elements the audience’s understanding of
the text depends on. The answer to this question has solidified the main claim and
body of this research, and the research tries to answer this question in a descriptive-
analytical way by using library resources.

2. Method

The present research is descriptive-analytical and uses library resources. The
theoretical part of the research is the result of surveying library resources, and due
to the presence of ambiguous translations from Gerald Prince’s point of view, we
decided to expand the theory in a simpler way and with examples from Persian
fictional texts.

3. Results

Audiences in fiction literature are divided into two groups: audience within the story
(narrative listening) and audience outside the story (external audience). The audience
within the story is a mental auditory narrative in the heart of the story that the author
has had in mind through the narrator while writing the story, but the audience outside
the story is the real reader who picks up the book and starts reading it. The level of
understanding of two groups of audience from the narration is relative and varies
depending on various factors. In the present research, after examining this category,
it is concluded that the narrator or the audience in the story is an implicit and
imaginary reader who does not have an external existence, and the writer addressed
him due to the social conditions of his era and hiding behind this narrator, or He has
created the narrative for him, and in order to convey his message to the external
audience by creating an internal listening narrative and by sticking to the pronoun
"you", he transfers his address from the internal listening narrative to the external
audience. In the case of the extra-narrative audience (the reader in the real world),
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there are several elements involved in the level of his understanding of the narrative,
which can be simultaneously and at the same time the message of the text and its
wide scope according to the interpretation of the audience, the perceptive authority
of the audience according to his different perceptions of the text and the extent
Identification with the characters pointed out. The extra-fictional audience
communicates with the narrative and understands it by sticking to the interpretation
and identifying with the characters of the text and passing through the history of the
text. In the western sources and among the books of narratology, especially Gerald
Prince's dictionary of narratological terms, there are discussions about the types of
story audiences that are strange for Persian audiences for two reasons, one is because
western textual examples are used and the other is the difference between the
audience and Narrative listening inside the story is dumb, therefore, in this research,
we expanded Prince's theory about the types of audiences and distinguished the
boundary between narrative listening and the audience outside the text. The level of
understanding of internal and external audiences of stories is always a complex and
relative issue, and it is absolutely impossible to judge the level of understanding of
two categories of narrative audiences. This case is one of the oldest issues of human
narration, thus, the narrator’s sensitivities to the subtleties of the narration, regardless
of expressing some content and not finding a pleasant audience, indicate the
classification of the audience base and the relative nature of their relationship with
the narration. Also, topics such as the insignificance of “structure” compared to
“expectation” and the answer to the question “what will happen next?” for the cave-
dwelling audience that Edward Morgan Forster proposed are indicative of different
classes of audiences and their relative understanding of the narrative. In the theories
of new narratology, topics such as the listeners’ narrative base—which Gerald Prince
has put forward—are valid on the above topics, on the basis of this, the goal of the
present research is to analyze the relative elements of the understanding of the
internal (narratives of listeners) and external (readers) audiences of the narratives.
Results show that elements such as worldviews, different attitudes, ecumenism and
simultaneous interpretations in external audiences, social situations, clinging to a
specific audience, conveying a message and indirect addressees are influential
factors in the level of understanding of narratives from internal audience.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Audiences (narrative listeners) of any narrative and dramatic text are divided into
two groups: external audience (tangible reader) and internal audience (imaginary
audience). The internal audience includes the hypothetical auditory narrative in the
world of the literary work (Lint Velt, 2012, pp. 15-16) and the external audience is
the same reader who travels outside the world of the literary work and in the real
world. This audience includes all readers who have the power to read the text or
watch it in dramatic texts. Regarding the external audience (tangible readers), we
have always seen that the audience of a film, novel, story, theater and any other
artwork that conveys a message, after watching or reading that work, show different
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reactions and some of them sink into thought. Some pages write a lot about the
structure and its message, and a few of them only comment on the ending and the
narrative line. In the first stage, these reactions show the multiplicity of external
audiences (readers) with different understandings of the narrative; each relatively
communicates with the narrative depending on several factors. Gerald Prince
believes that “In every narration, the number of hearers’ narrations may be
immeasurable. If there are two or more hearers’ narrations in the narration, the
hearer's narration to whom all the events are finally narrated is the main hearer's
narration” (Prince, 2012, p. 30). And every narrative hears about a specific element
- depending on one's awareness - in the narrative.
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