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Abstract This article focuses on the ‘rhizosphere’ in Charles Winslow’s (2019)
In West Mills. Deploying Deleuze and Guattari’s views as well as Foucault’s,
this study discusses how the notions of ‘schizoid’, ‘nomad’, ‘deterritorialization’
and ‘re-territorialization’ can pave the way for the emergence of a new kind of
literature known as ‘minority literature’. Furthermore, it is discussed how
cultural geography can be redefined by challenging the oedipal mechanism of
power and replacing it with an anti-oedipal ‘machine’. To this end, notions of
‘heterotopia’, ‘body without organs’ and ‘lines of flight’ have been discussed. It
is argued that for Winslow to upset the hierarchical discourse of liberalism, first
the arborescent (hierarchical) system of family, as liberalism’s first controlling
agent, should be challenged. Afterward, other binary oppositions are unsettled.
The outcome will be the replacement of the universal liberal system with
‘micropolitics’ and rhizomatic systems which can accomplish a truer version of
democracy.

Keywords: Rhizosphere; In West Mills; Heterotopias; De'Shawn Charles Winslow;
Machine

1. Introduction

The term ‘minority’ is among the most frequent words, which have
A appeared in cultural and political discussions. It refers to either religious

and ethnic groups or ‘otherized” members of societies. Furthermore, this

term implies a binary system of thought-that is, minority versus majority—
and the awareness of which has led to a call for freedom and democracy in recent
decades. It can therefore be argued that in every society the existence of ‘minority’
groups foregrounds hierarchical systems and their control, surveillance and even
oppression. Although people are conscious of these social and political hierarchies
and ready to challenge them, they have taken the fundamental basis of these
hierarchies for granted, even naturalized it, and rarely given it a second thought. In
other words, they rely on that basis to control others as they themselves have been
subject to that. That basis is the father-oriented oedipal system.
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The oedipal system is the basis of all hierarchical systems because of two
important things this system does. One is its role in providing children with a sense
of self-identity—which is defined by their relationship with their father and the
oppression of their desires for their mother. Michel (1982) remarks that child’s
identity is formed through this psychological process of Oedipus complex, the
memory of which stays with him throughout his life. The other is their acquired sense
of hierarchy of power which should be obeyed since the child is forced to oppress
his desire to stay as a member of that small society of the family. Hence, when
children enter society, they are familiar with the idea of oppression, power and
surveillance and will have lesser resistance after being classified into specific groups.
Furthermore, they have already learned that they should give up on their wishes in
order to survive since they are among the powerless.

Thus, it would not be a false claim to call oedipal discourse the basis of liberal
democracy in the modern and postmodern era, the basis of which depends, as
Foucault remarked many times, on control and oppression, especially that of its
‘other’. Therefore, by foregrounding the notion of oedipal complex in modern
psychology, the liberal discourse has tried to naturalize notions of power and
oppression from the very childhood to prepare individuals for further oppression they
will undoubtedly face in society. Such a system works based on a binary system of
thought which is presented as absolute and unquestionable. Therefore, it imposes a
fixed identity on people and draws stable borders in society. Accordingly, it imposes
fixed identity on people, divides them into different categories, and justifies
‘otherization” of some groups. Furthermore, it emphasizes homogeneity and
describes ‘difference’ as a threat that should be kept at arm’s length and, thus, adds
fuel to the flames of racism and sexism. That is, fluidity is an inevitable feature of
every system, even if it has been suppressed. It is this fluidity that leaves some room
for further modification and development inside each system.

2. Method

Alongside Deleuze and Guattari’s seminal works Anti-Oedipus (1984) and A
Thousand Plateaus (2500)—as two critical works deployed in this study—, the
article also considers Foucault’s Discipline and Punish (1975) and Of Other Spaces
(1967). They were used to discuss how the notions of ‘schizoid’, ‘nomad’,
‘deterritorialization’ and ‘re-territorialization’ can pave the way for the emergence
of a new kind of literature known as ‘minority literature’. A descriptive-analytic
method was used in this study not only to elaborate on these notions in Winslow’s
In West Mills (2019) but also to emphasize those ‘lines of flight” which underlie most
binary oppositions and social categorizations, upon which liberal humanism has
sustained its power, and consequently, oppression. Deploying the perspectives of left
thinkers, including Deleuze and Guattari’s as well as Foucault’s, the paper tries to
discuss how liberal democracy has used the discourse of oedipal complex at its
service to justify and sustain its social and political frameworks. To this end, the
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Foucauldian notion of ‘heterotopia’ and the Deleuzian notions of ‘machine’,
‘mechanism’, and ‘organism’ were used.

3. Findings

Winslow’s work elaborates on the way liberal democracy has relied on notions of
‘mechanism’ and ‘organism’ to sustain itself—a fact that reveals the strong tendency
of liberalism for surveillance, control, and predictability. Furthermore, it justifies
liberal democracy’s desire for the classification and categorization of people.
Besides, it clarifies why identity in this system is considered fixed and stable, despite
the fact that it is the difference that precedes identity. To this end, the notion of
‘machine’ and its differences from the other two structures are elaborated. It is
revealed that the ‘machinic’ structure could be deployed in societies where identity
is not confined to specific gender, religion, ethnicity, or nationality since relations
among all parts of a system count in a machinic structure. Accordingly, it paves the
way for creativity and fluidity and cannot be suppressed by pre-set frameworks
liberal democracy has put forth. Deploying the notion of machine also reveals the
rhizomatic nature of all structures, especially the oedipal one, and foregrounds their
‘lines of flight’. By these lines, one can mean a kind of ‘difference’ that underlies
systems or identities. The Deleuzian conception of ‘desire’ should be highlighted to
take note of those lines of flight.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

By questioning the dominant notion of societal, political ‘mechanism’ and its
replacement with the notion of ‘machine’, the paper tried to provide grounds for
those ‘lines of flight” which have always been there. The emphasis of these ‘lines of
flight’ is because of the significance they give to the notion of fluidity existing in the
system, which has been denied. The article tried to show how Winslow, by
challenging the oedipal structure dominant in family, has also been able to challenge
the notions of essential identity, race, and ethnicity since ‘familial structure’, to use
Foucault’s (1975) term, is the first representation of liberal ‘panopticon’ system
which controls people through impositions of norms and formation of their
expectations. Upsetting this system paves the way for the unsettlement of liberal
humanism and grand narratives and for a vertical relationship since democracy and
hierarchies are opposite poles on a continuum.
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1. body without organs
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3. arborescent

4. Zamberlin
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