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Abstract An indirect object is a grammatical form in Persian. Indeed, it is a
propositional phrase, and the relationship between the verb and its complement
is only built up by a preposition. When it comes to Russian, the indirect object
is not necessarily a prepositional phrase and it is governed in two ways. First,
the verb directly governs the grammatical case of the object. Second, the
governing of the object’s grammatical case is carried out by the preposition.
The indirect object has a special feature as it plays a number of semantic roles
for the message in the sentence. As far as Russian is concerned, the grammatical
case is the criterion for recognizing meaning. In other words, a specific
grammatical case is used for each semantic role. In the present study, we
identified ten semantic roles for the indirect object in Persian, which are
recipient, malefactive, beneficiary, stimulus, result, source, theme, goal,
instrument and audience. Each indirect object which holds one of these
semantic roles—according to the meaning of its verb of course—can be
expressed in Russian through the following methods: 1). Accusative case with
no preposition needed; 2). Accusative case with prepositions needed “na”, “B”
and “mpo”; 3). Dative case without or with prepositions “k” and “mo”; 4).
Genitive case without or with prepositions “ot” and “y”; 5). Instrumental case
without or with prepositions “3a” and “c” and 6). Prepositional case with
preposition “0”.

Keywords: Indirect Object; Complement; Grammatical Case; Preposition;
Semantic Roles

1. Introduction

The basic assumption of dependency grammar, especially valency theory is
A that the verb occupies a central position in the sentence and the verb
determines the type and number of its complements. From the semantic
point of view, the verb creates a situation and the complements are part of this
situation; in other words, each compliment of the verb has a specific semantic role.

The indirect object, as a type of complement, has two main features: 1). It can
express many semantic roles, such as recipient, benefactive, malefactive, stimulus
and result. 2. Different languages differently express these semantic roles. In
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Russian, for example, the indirect object can appear in five different grammatical
cases with or without a preposition. In Russian, grammatical cases determine
semantic roles; in other words, for each semantic role, a certain grammatical case is
needed. In this language, the verb governs the indirect object in two ways. First, the
verb directly governs the grammatical case of the indirect object. Second, the
governing of the object’s grammatical case is carried out by the preposition.

Since Persian does not have the category of “grammatical case”, the verb governs
the indirect object only by the preposition, which is why an indirect object is always
preceded by a preposition in Persian. When it comes to Russian, the indirect object
is not necessarily a prepositional phrase, and a noun phrase without a preposition is
also considered an indirect object. The present study aims at showing how Persian
indirect objects can be expressed in Russian given their different semantic roles.

2. Method

This analytical-descriptive study draws on valency theory to describe how the
Persian indirect object with ten semantic roles can be expressed in Russian. Two
main sources helped us identify these ten semantic roles, namely, a doctoral thesis
entitled “Analysis of syntactic phrase structures in Persian and Russian: A
crosslinguistic study” and a corpus of Russian grammar. To address the research
goals, the Persian and Russian data were compared and contrasted. Samples were
chosen from these two sources: Rubinchik’s (1985) Persian-Russian dictionary and
Voskanyan’s (2002) Russian-Persian dictionary.

3. Results

In the present study, we identified ten semantic roles for the indirect object in
Persian, which are recipient, benefactive, malefactive, stimulus, result, source,
theme, goal, instrument and audience. Each indirect object which holds one of these
semantic roles—according to the meaning of its verb of course—can be expressed
in Russian through the following methods:

Recipient: Persian indirect object with this semantic role is expressed in Russian
in the following two ways: 1). Accusative case with the preposition “ma” and 2).
Dative case without a preposition.

Beneficiary: Persian indirect object with this semantic role is expressed in
Russian in the following four ways: 1). Accusative case with the preposition “Ha”;
2). Dative case without a preposition; 3) Instrumental case with the preposition “3a”
and 4). Prepositional case with the preposition “o0”.

Malefactive: Persian indirect object with this semantic role is expressed in
Russian in the following two ways: 1). Accusative case with the preposition “Ha”
and 2). Dative case without a preposition.
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Stimulus: Persian indirect object with the semantic role of stimulus, compared to
the indirect object that holds other semantic roles. It also has many syntactic
functions, which can be expressed in Russian in the following six ways—depending
on the meaning of the verb: 1). Accusative case with the preposition “nHa”; 2).
Accusative case with the preposition “B”; 3). Dative case with the preposition “k”;
4). Dative case with the preposition “mo”; 5). Genitive case without preposition and

6). Instrumental case without a preposition.

Result: Persian indirect object with the semantic role of result is expressed by
the accusative case with the preposition “B”. This strategy is rarely used and can be
used with a few verbs.

Source: Persian indirect object with this semantic role is expressed in Russian in
the following two ways: 1). Genitive case with the preposition “ot” and 2). Genitive
case with preposition “y”.

Theme: Persian indirect object with this semantic role is expressed in the
following four ways in Russian: 1). Accusative case with preposition “mpo”; 2).
Genitive case with the preposition “otr”; 3). Instrumental case without preposition
and 4). Prepositional case with the preposition “o0”.

Goal: Persian indirect object with the semantic role of goal is expressed in the
following two ways in Russian: 1). Dative case with the preposition “mo” and 2).
Genitive case without a preposition.

Instrument: Persian indirect object with the semantic role of instrument is
expressed in Russian in only one way: instrumental case without a preposition.

Audience: Persian indirect object with the semantic role of audience is expressed
in only one way in Russian: the instrumental case with the preposition “c”.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The present study showed that indirect objects in Persian have ten semantic roles,
namely, recipient, benefactive, malefactive, stimulus, result, source, theme, goal,
instrument and audience. Each indirect object which holds one of these semantic
roles—according to the meaning of its verb of course—can be expressed in Russian
through the following methods: 1). Accusative case with no preposition needed; 2).
Accusative case with prepositions needed “ma”, “B” and “mpo”; 3). Dative case
without or with prepositions “k” and “mo”; 4). Genitive case without or with
prepositions “ot” and “y”; 5). Instrumental case without or with prepositions “3a”

and “c” and 6). Prepositional case with preposition “0”.
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